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On the Two Modes of “Inquiries about
Illness” in Pre-Qin Anecdotes and Their

Variations: Examples from the Tsinghua
Bamboo Slips “Zheng Wen Gong Wen Tai
Bo” and the Zuo Zhuan “Jin Hou Meng
Da Li”

Tsai, Ying-Ying
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,
University of Taipei

Abstract

This article examines pre-Qin narratives of “inquiries about illness” (%] &) in
transmitted and excavated texts, focusing on their recurrent structures and linguistic patterns.
It identifies two major types. The first, the “inquiring-after-illness” narrative, depicts a ruler
visiting a dying minister who offers counsel on statecraft. The second, the “inquiring-about-
illness” narrative, shows ministers probing a ruler’s illness, extending discussion from the
body to the state and articulating a correlative vision of person and cosmos. Against this
framework, the article analyzes two exceptional cases: the Tsinghua Bamboo Slips text
“Zheng Wen Gong Wen Tai Bo” and the Zuo Zhuan account  “Jin Hou Meng Da Li” . The
former, though of the first type, reveals tension over discursive authority; the latter, of the
second, downplays shamans and physicians, foregrounding the ruler’s moral failure. Both
cases suggest that illness reflects deeper political disorder, underscoring the inevitability of

death and the ethical responsibilities of rulers.

Keywords: Zuo Zhuan, “Zheng Wen Gong Wen Tai Bo”, “Inquiries about Illness”,
Medical, Discursive Texts
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