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Abandoned by Man and Inspired by
Heaven: An Analysis of Yi Wu and Chong
Er in the Narrative Techniques of the Zuo

Zhuan

Chen, Feng-Yuan
Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Chengchi University

Abstract

Chong Er is an indicator figure in the Spring and Autumn period. In the narrative of
Zuo Zhuan, the two-phase comparison model is established by the separation of brothers.
Without careful reading, one might misinterpret Chong as a static and flat character. In fact,
the text deliberately arranges a series of narrative cases to account for his eventual success.
When contrasted with Yi Wu, a clear pattern emerges: Yi is portrayed as abandoned by men,
whereas Chong is depicted as favored and sanctioned by Heaven. This narrative
arrangement reveals a deeper logic linking human action to heavenly response and
extending the text’s exploration of profit versus righteousness. Through overlapping and
contrasting themes, the Zuo Zhuan affirms that those who forsake virtue lose Heaven’s
mandate, while those who cultivate it earn public recognition. The narrative thus offers
concise yet profound reflections on morality, political insight, and the harmony between

Heaven and human kind.

Keywords: Zuo Zhuan, Yi Wu, Chong Er, Narratology, Harmony between Heaven
and Humankind
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