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An Inquiry into the “Tutor-Guardian”

Offices of Jin in the Zuo Zhuan and Guo
Yu

Huang, Sheng-Sung
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
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Abstract

This article examines the offices belonging to the “tutor-guardian” (Efif) category in
the state of Jin as recorded in the Zuo Zhuan and Guo Yu. A systematic survey of these texts
shows that Crown Prince Shensheng, Prince Xiqi, Prince Zhuozi, and the future Dukes
Xiang, Ling, and Ping of Jin all had appointed tutors and guardians while still crown princes.
According to the two works, only the heir apparent of Jin possessed such officers. This
institutional arrangement arose from the succession turmoil caused by Lady Li Ji, consort
of Duke Xian of Jin. In response, only the crown prince was kept in Jin, while the other
princes were dispatched to foreign states, thereby preventing interference with succession
and factional competition among high ministers. Because tutors and guardians were well
versed in the bodies of knowledge required for educating the crown prince, particularly law,
ritual norms, and musical propriety, they were often promoted after the prince’s accession
to positions such as Grand Instructor or Grand Preceptor, with authority over state law and

ritual-penal affairs.

Keywords: Zuo Zhuan, Guo Yu, Shi Ji, Jin, Tutor-Guardian
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