PRSI
20254E9 A H 1-20
BSL R AR FSR

B 2

FABHENBIVRE XEE o A 2 Mg Bl - SR EBEEATAE - AW
AXRENREFHGH5 50— RTAE >~ Boom o H— - XERE LR SN
FABHOMRIE T R @ T EE 0 SRR A ~ K A M ey KB R AL 2w
FFIA N AL HMARBEEZGFF - B= BERZMEAFLAEGEN  ERFLE
BT R 2 R F BT DA bl /B o flde AP ET DA RIS R AR N BRIER
B BEIRAHNETOPEEEBRENE - BB ATUR T AL -

PSR © EORETER « SRR - Bl MR

©ORESCORRRS - BRI EFE - BREEAIRTEREE - SSUR RS R L ) -
T R EBRER BB SRR AL B BT
T BIRRES bR A



oKk 2w B L+

The Phylogenetic Tree of Tang and Song
Poetics

Kawai Kozo
Emeritus Professor, Faculty of Letters,
Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto University

Translated by Huang, Jia-Xin
Ph.D. student, School of Liberal Arts,
Nanjing University

Abstract

The phylogenetic tree enables us to observe the interconnections among literary works
and authors, which is its primary advantage. However, this paper reflects on several
problems and limitations inherent in such a system. Firstly, literature is inherently complex
and diverse, and the construction of the phylogenetic tree risks neglecting this diversity or
specific lines of literary inheritance. The cases of Tao Yuan Ming and Du Fu are two
important examples in this regard. Secondly, while there is continuity between the Tang
and Song dynasties, there are also apparent ruptures. The phylogenetic tree has difficulty
capturing these points of discontinuity. For instance, in discussions of the “midnight bell”
or the “peach blossom paradise,” one observes a markedly stronger attachment to factual

accuracy among Song poets, which sharply contrasts with their Tang predecessors.
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