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Abstract

During the Tang and Five Dynasties, Buddhist preaching for the laity ofthe took the
form of “sujiang” {4-3%, with one key procedure being “rujing shuoyuanyu” A 4835 & .
This paper explores the significance of this method and its manifestations in Dunhuang
Buddhist “jiangchang” 3478 literature, including “jiangjingwen” 3% 4% X, “bianwen” 4#
X, and “yinyuan” B #. While “rujing shuoyuanyu” is common in Buddhist preaching,
“sujiang” emphasizes accessibility, using shuoyuan (cause-and-effect tales) and shuoyu
(parables) to explain sutras.

In Dunhuang manuscripts, most “jiangjingwen” employ shuoyu, except for Miaofa
Lianhua Jing Jiangjingwen %)% & ¥# 4¢3 & X (Yu-153V) and Jingang Bore Boluomi
Jing Jiangjingwen & R A% 35 K & % £ 3% 42 30(P. 2133V), which use shuoyuan. Weimojie
jing Jiangjingwen 435 483548 X(S. 3872, ®252) and Changxing Sinian Zhongxingdian
Yingshengjie Jiangjingwen & 4 s+ FLEL FE B g 3% 48 5t (P. 3808) are notable examples.
In “bianwen” and “yinyuan”, karmic stories like Xiangmo bianwen 1% Jig % X and Nantuo
Chujia Yuanqi # ¢ d K4 A2 help interpret sutras, drawing from texts like the Yuzhu
Jingang Bore Jing 1 7E A R A% % & and Foshuo Amituo Jing 4 35 I7] 7 FE 4&..
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