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Reconstructing the Song Dynasty:
The Replication and Transformation of
Liu Yu’s Image by Emperor Liu Jun of

the Song Dynasty

Liu, Yuan-Ju
Research Fellow, Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy,
Academia Sinica

Abstract

This article explores Emperor Liu Jun’s portrayal in historical narratives of the Liu
Song and Northern Wei dynasties. Drawing on literary sources such as temple hymns,
poems, edicts, and decrees, it examines how Liu Jun mirrores his ancestor Emperor Wu
though omens, internal pacification, and efforts to reclaim lost territory. Learning from his
father Emperor Wen’s failed northern campaigns, Liu Jun shifted focus from military
confrontation to cultural revival. He emphasized the restoration of rites and music, literary
patronage, and symbolic gestures such as renaming his father’s posthumous title from “Jing”
to “Wen” to enhance literary legacy and obscure military defeats. Liu Jun also revived
national education and used imperial gatherings to promote literature, crafting a new image
of the “Great Song”. This cultural emphasis helped establish a literary identity for the

Southern Dynasties, serving as an alternative form of resistance against the North.

Keywords: Liu Jun, Wars between Liu Song and Northern Wei, Prophetic omens,
Posthumous Title Changes, Practice of Literature
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