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Abstract

In the Chun Qiu Jing, among verbs describing warfare, “fa” (4%) appears most
frequently, followed by “qin” (4%), “zhan” (#%), and “bai” (B&). This paper analyzes
sentences containing “fa”, which can be categorized into seven structural types. Except for
Duke Min of Lu, whose reign lacks data, the usage of “fa” varires slightly across the reigns
of eleven Lu rulers, suggesting different Grand Historians recorded Lu’s history. While
historians followed distinct “writing principles”, these variations likely reflect individual
writing styles. According to the Zuo Zhuan, Grand Historians of Qi, Jin, and Lu compiled
state histories. As the Chun Qiu Jing was based on Lu’s records, it was likely written by
Lu’s Grand Historians. Though the historian’s profession was hereditary, the Grand
Historian’s position was not strictly passed within a single family. This study argues that
each Lu ruler had a different Grand Historian, and Confucius, when editing the Chun Qiu

Jing, likely preserved much of their original sentence patterns.

Keywords: Chun Qiu Jing, Zuo Zhuan, Lu’s historical records, Grand Historian,
Confucius
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