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Daring to Bear Criticism: A Comparative
Study of the “Diacritical Table of Yin
Xian Dialect in Yin Xian Tongzhi” and
An Anglo-Chinese Vocabulary of the
Ningbo Dialect on the Evolution of
Modern Ningbo Phonology

Tsung, Pei-Kai
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
Soochow University

Abstract

In the article “Evolution of Ningbo Phonology in Hundred Years with Appendix of
Three Methods of Sound Law”, Xu Tong Qiang posited that An Anglo-Chinese Vocabulary
of the Ningbo Dialect reflects Ningbo phonology from a century ago and noted its
phonological similarities with Yin Xian Tongzhi. The phonetic system in Yin Xian Tongzhi
combines Mandarin Phonetic Symbols 1 with leap sound letters. In this article, the writer
takes some evidence to prove that the era of phonology in Yin Xian Tongzhi was slower
than An Anglo-Chinese Vocabulary of the Ningbo Dialect. For example, the initial
consonant [ tf ] did not preserved in Yin Xian Tongzhi, entering tones were combined
together, and the vowel letter [ € ] became a rising vowel. The “Diacritical Table of Yin
Xian Dialect” in Yin Xian Tongzhi documents phonological changes, including back vowels
shifting to apical vowels, [ fi ] becoming palatalized, and stops evolving into nasals. The
“Explanation” in the “Diacritical Table of Yin Xian Dialect” reflects the change between
words application and phone connection.It also records literary and colloquial readings,

offering valuable insight into phonological evolution and historical word usage.
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