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The Deep Meaning Can Only Be
Expressed Through Annotations: An
Investigation into the Evolution of
Annotation on Reflections on Things at
Hand (Jin Si Lu) During the Qing
Dynasty

Tien, Fu-Mei
Professor, Department of Language and Creative Writing,
National Taipei University of Education

Abstract

This paper examines the annotated editions of Jin Si Lu ( 1 24%) ) during the Qing

Dynasty, highlighting the evolution of Neo-Confucian thought. Early Qing scholars aimed
to correct the loose annotations and editorial changes from the Ming Dynasty, emphasizing
orthodoxy while integrating personal interpretations. Gradually, annotations incorporated
Zhu Xi’s theories, shaping his intellectual legacy. In the Qianjia period, the approach of
“commenting on classics with classics” gained prominence, deepening Cheng-Zhu Neo-
Confucianism through systematic annotation. Late Qing scholars expanded on earlier
works, citing previously unrecorded texts and occasionally referencing Lu Jiu Yuan to
reflect nuanced views on the Zhu-Lu lineage. These annotations combined traditional
scholarship with innovative methods, such as textual criticism and philology, showcasing

the dynamic interplay between preserving orthodoxy and embracing new intellectual

approaches in Qing thought.

Keywords: Reflections on Things at Hand , Qing Dynasty Academic, Zhu xi, Cheng-

Zhu Neo-Confucianism, History of Neo-Confucianism
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