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An Analysis of Gao Pan Long’s Concept
of Mind-Y1 in the Ming Dynasty

Yang, Tzu-Ping
Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Central University

Abstract

Gao Pan Long, a prominent scholar of the late Ming Dynasty, is renowned for his
Zhou Yi Kong Yi, highly regarded by his contemporaries. Gao aimed to explicate the
profound meanings of Yi Chuan, blending insights from predecessors with his unique
understanding of human affairs. Using trigrams and hexagrams, he provided
comprehensive and nuanced interpretations. This paper explores differing scholarly views
on Gao’s Mind-Yi theory within the context of Ming Dynasty Yi Jing studies. Gao’s
interpretations emphasized the unification of the three elements, virtue as the foundation
of human affairs, and adapting to time and place. His work demonstrated the Yi Jing’s
universal principles and practical applications. Through Zhou Yi Kong Yi, Gao revealed the
interconnection between the Tao of Humanity and the Tao of Universalism. He argued that
the Tao of Yi Jing could refine individual character, improve society, and promote universal

harmony, embodying the essence of his Yi Jing study.

Keywords: Gao Pan Long, Zhou Yi Kong Yi, Zhou Yi Yi Jian Shuo, Yi Jin Research,
Philosophy of Mind-heart
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