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Abstract

There is growing literature on the character “Gu” (§]) in the Zhou Dynasty. Scholars
identify the “Song Gong” on the Song-Gong Bronze Vessels as “Song Gong-Gong”,
supported by references such as “Gu”, “Xia” in classical texts. The character’s ancient
pronunciation aligns with the rhyme “ & 4% (yuduo)”. Early interpretations linked “Gu” to
“Ke (1%)”, but later scholars associated “Gu” in “Shén Gu (¥ [El)” with “Gu (El)”, while
retaining “Ké&” for “Gu Su Xi (Bfl/A. #)”. This article reexamines “Gu”, arguing that (1)
“Shén Gu (¥ E)” should mean “continuance and consolidation,” supported by parallels
like “Yong Hou (5 /&)” and evidence such as “Shén Ming Gu Wéi (¥ 4 El4ir),” and (2)
“Gu (E)” in “Gu Su Xi” extends from “consolidate” to mean “resolute and single-minded.”

Comparisons to “Dti (&) and “Bu Yi (7~ %) reinforce these interpretations.

Keywords: Zhou Dynasty, Bronze Vessel and Stone , Gu (B#), shén gu, single-
minded
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