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Entering the Art through Love - Entering
the Buddhist Philosophy through Art:
Exploring the Literature and Religion of
Shi Song

Yang, Ya-Ru
Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This paper explores the creative interaction between text and visual elements in the
works of Shi Song (1947 to present, born in Shanghai), focusing on his depiction of
Guanyin and Buddhist teachings through text and illustrations. In works such as Notes of
Thirty-Three Lectures, Notes to Chuan Chuan, and Song of the Big Tree: Painted Stories
of the Buddha, Shi Song, once influenced by modernism and existentialism, reveals a shift
towards a deeper understanding of Buddhist philosophy. While centered on Buddhist
teachings, his works also address secular concerns such as morality, love, and emotions.
With a background in fine arts, Shi Song who identifies as a “craftsman” blends calligraphy,
painting, and text to create a unique spiritual practice. This paper examines his materials,
techniques, and the key images in his works, establishing Shi Song’s significance in

Buddhist literature within Taiwanese religious writing.

Keywords: Shi Song, Literature and Buddhism, Nezha in the Gods of Honor, Notes
of Thirty-Three Lectures, Song of the Big Tree
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