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The Poetic Significance of Pan De-Yu's
Critique on Poetry Discourses of Shi

Zhou—Focusing on the Acceptance of Su
Shi's Poetry

Ho Ting-Yi
Ph.D. candidate, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Pan De-Yu's work, Poetic Discourses of Yang Yi Zhai, places the Shi Jing as a guiding
principle, conveying poetic and educational views on expressing aspirations through poetry.
This book critiques poetic discussions in the Qing Dynasty, praising Weng Fang-Gang's
Poetry Discourses of Shi Zhou while acknowledging certain points that require scrutiny,
sparking intellectual curiosity. In his examination of 'Poetic Discourses of Yang Yi Zhai,’
Pan De-Yu conducts a comprehensive analysis by exploring the paths of poetic learning
and debating Weng Fang-Gang's evaluation of Su Shi. Both books are significant poetic
treatises from the Qianlong and Daoguang eras This study compares the similarities and
differences in the paths of Pan and Weng's poetic scholarship, as well as the disparities in
their reception of Su Shi's poetry, shedding light on the reasons for their disputes and the
poetic significance therein. The research reveals that during the tumultuous times of the
Daoguang era, Pan De-Yu advocated for creative works that contribute to political and
educational goals, emphasizing the need to move beyond the Tang-Song literary debates.
Weng Fang-Gang, also valuing the Shi Jing, aimed to reconcile the Tang and Song disputes
through this lens, using the path of poetic learning to praise and propagate Su Shi's poetry
while advocating the rational integration of Confucian studies into poetry. Influenced by

the ideological trends of the Qianlong era, seeking to avoid overtly political discussions,
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both scholars inadvertently repeated historical mistakes. Against prevailing opinions, Pan
De-Yu restructures the approach to studying the Shi Jing, advocating for Su Shi's poetry as
a distinctive style, thereby revitalizing the practical significance of poetry. It is evident that
Pan De-Yu's critique of Poetry Discourses of Shi Zhou stems from the divergent reception
of Su Shi's poetry, resulting in disparate approaches to studying the Shi Jing and
highlighting the changing landscape of the poetic world from the Qianlong to the Daoguang

era, wherein a gradual shift towards valuing realistic phenomena becomes apparent.

Keywords: Pan De-Yu, Poetic Discourses of Yang Yi Zhai, Weng Fang-
Gang, Poetry Discourses of Shi Zhou, Su Shi
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