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The Evaluation of Duke Wen of Jin in the

Chun Qiu Studies of Cheng Yi’s School of

Thought in the Song Dynasty—Focusing

on Two Core Issues: “Honoring the King”
and “Resisting the Barbarians”

Liu, Te-Ming
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Central University

Abstract

The Song Dynasty is often regarded as another peak of Confucianism after the pre-
Qin period. One of the most important developments during this time was the rise of Neo-
Confucianism, with a specific focus on the School of Principle (Li Xue). In the “Chun Qiu”,
Duke Huan of Qi and Duke Wen of Jin are two rulers who received significant attention,
and discussions about their evaluations are closely related to the distinction between
“kings” and ‘“hegemons” in Neo-Confucianism. This article examines relevant
commentaries on the “Chun-Qiu” by Cheng Yi and Xie Shi from the Northern Song
Dynasty, as well as Hu An Guo, Gao Kang etc from the Southern Song Dynasty.
Specifically, this article explores the similarities and differences between the “Chun Qiu”
studies and the interpretations of the Three Commentaries in Cheng Yi’s scholarly lineage
and interpret the relevant scriptures about Jin and how they evaluate Duke Wen’s status and
value. Additionally, it considers the developmental context and characteristics of the “Chun

Qiu” studies in Cheng Yi’s scholarly lineage.

Keywords: Chun Qiu, Duke Wen of Jin, Neo-Confucian Scholars, Honoring the
King, Suppressing Barbarians
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