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A Study of the Bodhisattva’s Incarnation
and the Disciple Image in “The Twelve
People whom Guanyin Enlightened
(Avalokitesvara)”

Lin, Jen-Yu
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Chung Hsing University

Abstract

“The Twelve People whom Guanyin Enlightened” is a precious scroll about Guanyin
(Avalokitesvara) and twelve fully conscious people compiled in the Qing Dynasty. It
contains the innate thought content of Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, and folk sects
(Xiantian Dao and Green Lotus sect). Guanyin Bodhisattva’s protagonist has many
incarnations (such as poor women, beauties, bandits, boys, monks) and enlightens many
objects (such as rich men, officials, gangsters, wealthy wives, children, and such as well).
This concept comes from “Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva Pumenpin,” and many folklores and
cultures make doctrine inclusive of popular sentiments and show the characteristics of the
spread of religious folk art masses. This article is based on the Fu Si Nian Library’s
collection to discuss the characteristics and significance of its manifestation of the image
of the Bodhisattva incarnation. This form of poems can produce this form of poems, songs,

and prose in the expressions.

Keywords: The twelve fully conscious people by Guanyin, Bodhisattva incarnation,
Save all beings, Precious scroll, Folk sect
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