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A Triple Dialogue with the Image of “Kou
Po-Chuan”: An Analysis of the Social
Construction and Narrative Memory in
Kou Po-Chuan’s Serial Biography

Lo, Shih-Yun
Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Literature,
National Chengchi University

Abstract

Kuo Po-Chuan (1901-1974) was a famous Taiwanese painter and he spent his whole
life in Taiwan, Japan, and Beijing, dedicating himself to art education. The major
biographies on Kuo are Po-Chuan and Me (1980) by his wife Chu Wan-Hua, Kuo Po-
Chuan’s Life and Art (1998) by scholar Wang Chia-Cheng. Po-Chuan and Me was later
expanded into Po-Chuan and Me: Affection and Admiration: the Cross Generation
Relationship between Po-Chuan and Me (2015) by Kuo’s daughter Kuo Wei-Mei. Kuo is
portrayed by the three as a painter, husband and father in the public and private fields, each
complementing Kuo’s cultural image and narrative memory, reflecting the dynamic
relationship between biographical text, experiential memory and social identity.
Biographies include personal narration and how the narrator uses meaningful connection
to construct the life experience of the person being depicted; therefore, the biographical
study is considered as the method that bridges the gap between the macro (sociology) and
micro (psychology) studies. The images of Kuo represented in the aforementioned
biographies demonstrate the threefold image of Kuo (artist, husband and father) and show
the dialogue between the writer and the person being depicted. From the historic
perspective, Kuo’s life trajectory reflects Taiwan intellectuals’ life in Beijing and the

wartime situation in the cultural circle, and shows the social conditions of New China and
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the mentality of Taiwanese in the post-war Beijing who wanted to return to their homeland.
Moreover, it represents the narrative memories about historical interpretation and cultural

identity after the serial biographies were published.

Keywords: Kou Po-Chuan, Beijing, Biography, Diasporic Experience, Narrative
Memory
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