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The Criticism of Maoshi Zhengyi in Koko
Niida’s Moshi Hoden

Chang, Wen-Chao
Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Chinese Literature and
Philosophy, Academia Sinica

Abstract

The main purpose of this article is to explore how Koko criticized Kong’s Shu. It is
believed that most of what Koko criticized was the exegesis and transliteration, similarities
and differences in words, and meaning and origin of naming items. After the investigation
of 100 cases were obtained and divided into six categories: Koko’s criticism of Kong’s Shu
interpretation of Zhuan, the interpretation of Jian, the interpretation according to Zhuan
and Jian, the interpretation not according to Zhuan and Jian, the interpretation not
according to “Preface”, and the criticism of the interpretation according to Erya and
Shuowen. In this article, thirty-three cases were analyzed. The author believed that Koko’s
criticism of Kong’s Shu was wise up to eighteen cases, but there were also fifteen cases
that were untenable. Moreover, when Koko criticized Kong’s Shu, he occasionally quoted
other scholars’ opinions as his own ideas, particularly the opinions of Qing Confucian
scholars, including Xu Ding, Chen Qiyuan, Duan Yucai, etc., which Koko had quoted in
the Moshi Hoden, which showed that Koko paid considerable attention to the trends in
Chinese academic world at that time. Koko criticize Kong’s Shu belonging to the sinology
Shijing system in order to “explicate Mao Yi”, which shows his efforts and painstaking

efforts.

Keywords: Koko Niida, Kong Ying Da, Maoshi Hoden, Maoshi Zhengyi, Kong’s Shu
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