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On “the Enigma of Arrival” of Wang
Anyi’s Micro-Material Writing in
Artificer’s Record

Cheng, Yin
Professor, Center for General Education,
Taipei Medical University

Abstract

Wang Anyi has inherited Eileen Chang’s close-up lens style of Shanghai alleyways
writing since The Song of Everlasting Sorrow, portraying women’s delicate and covert
thoughts, the disturbance of the first signs of lust, and the self-consciousness entangled in
the web of relationships. We are still circling the ‘Heavenly Scent Garden’ in Heavenly
Scent, but the novel Artificer’s Record brings us to the Ban Shui building, and is the writer
suddenly obsessed with horticulture and craftsmanship? Wang built Artificer’s Record with
mortise and tenon parts, and the occasionally thickening architectural texts may take us
down the twisting path of her material fetishism. If Heavenly Scent is a collection of
beholding the teeming splendor of life, Artificer’s Record is a collection of such warnings.
Wang seems to be wondering where the ghostly menace came from. Through Artificer’s
Record, we may witness a Susan Sontag styled way of perceiving the suffering of others,
the mental trauma, and the anguish of many Chinese individuals produced by the Cultural
Revolution. This essay will examine Wang’s micro-material writing through Artificer’s
Record. She took us on an enjoyable and emotional journey through the Cultural

Revolution and history, culminating in her novel’s “enigma of arrival.”

Keywords: Wang Anyi, Cultural Revolution, Micro-Material Writing, Artificer’s
Record, The History of Mind
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