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Around the World Travelogue: The
Cross-Cultural Discourse in Wu Zhuo-
liu’s Speaking of Voyages

Lin, Shu-Hui
Professor, Department of Taiwan Culture, Languages and Literature,
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Wu Zhuo-liu had dedicated his life to writing and traveling. He contributed his travel
memories and the spatial sequence to form a specific knowledge system in his writings.
After retiring in 1968, he went on a world tour and published his essay Speaking of Voyages
the following year. During the martial law period, the travelogue annotates the value of
human rights by tracing back to a time when various ethnic groups worldwide were
attacked and oppressed by mainstream culture. The travelogue’s scenery is rich in cultural
imagery and reflects past historical events. It demonstrates the interaction of personal travel
experiences with historical and cultural changes and Wu’s thoughts on self-identity. This
study analyzed the itinerary and memory of the grand world tour, the leading travel routes
in Speaking of Voyages, using technology that combined space information. It also employs
narrative theory to examine how Wu portrayed his situation in the text via the narrative
strategy of intertextuality and tourism experiences. The study investigates Taiwanese
literary production during martial law and interprets the cultural communication

significance of overseas travelogues.

Keywords: Narratives, Tourism, Memory, Travelogue, Intertextuality
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