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Qu Yuan Interpretation and Self-

Presentation in Guo Moruo’s Plays
“Xiang Lei” and Qu Yuan

Wu, Min-Min
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

Guo Moruo wrote two plays about Qu Yuan: “Xiang Lei” (1920) and Qu Yuan (1942).
This paper compares the historical contexts and examines how Guo interprets Qu Yuan’s
image and responds to contemporary issues in two very different contexts. Guo wrote
“Xiang Lei” in the collection The Goddesses while studying in Japan, combining his
personal and collective experiences and embodying the May Fourth Movement’s fervent
search for “self” and “poetry.” The image of Qu Yuan combines Qu Yuan, Faust, and
himself, with images of night and death emphasizing their similarities and differences. Guo,
the KMT Cultural Affairs Department’s director and a recently celebrated scholar and
writer, published his historical drama Qu Yuan in Chongqing in 1942. Thus, this paper
examines Qu Yuan’s image in the play, which not only echoes the anti-war theme but also
includes Communist Party and Kuomintang political propaganda; it also highlights Guo’s
inner contradiction to “New literature/Old literature,” “Elite literature/Popular literature,”

and “Heroism/Populism” emerged.

Keywords: Qu Yuan, Guo Moruo, May Fourth Movement, Anti-Japanese War,
Literary Revolution
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