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An Investigation of the Former and the
Latter of Mr. Chu Wan-Li’s Different
Explanations of The Classic of Poetry

Chen, Chih-Feng
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,
National Pingtung University

Abstract

Mr. Chu Wan-Li is a well-known Taiwanese Chinese classics master. In 1952, he
annotated and published The Classic of Poetry, which had a long-lasting impact on Taiwan’s
academic community for the next three decades. Mrs. Chu Fei Hai-Chin and his disciples
discovered approximately 600 marginal notes in Mr. Chu’s posthumous manuscript, many of
which presented different interpretations from those in the Explanation. As a result, they built
on the Explanation and augmented it with these annotations to create An Interpretation of
The Classic of Poetry.

The article compares previous interpretations of the Explanation with related articles
written by Mr. Chu, and divides them into four categories based on their properties: “changes

99 ¢¢

in geography and chronology of writing,” “changes in interpretations about the main ideas of

29 ¢

the poems,” “changes in sentence meaning explanations,” and “changes in word meaning
explanations.” It separates these four categories into three sections: “Locations and Writing
Completion Periods,” “The Interpretations of the Poems’ Main Ideas,” and “Explanations of
Words, Phrases, Sentences, and Paragraphs.” It presents several examples and thoroughly
examines them in order to identify the evolution of Mr. Chu’s The Classic of Poetry. Finally,

it presents numerous discoveries for academic discussion.

Keywords: Chu Wan-Li, Shi Jing Shi Yi, Shi Jing Quan Shi, the Poems’ Main Ideas,
Explanations
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