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Su Tong’s Literary Cartography: On
Civil Folk World of Jiangnan in the
“Mahogan Street” Series

Liu, Yaxin
PhD Student, School of Chinese,
The University of Hong Kong

Abstract

Su Tong is well-known for his writings about “the South,” particularly the “Mahogany
Street” narrative space, which contains essential elements of the meaning of “the South.”
This paper investigates the “Mahogany Street” series using literary cartography and folk
theory and concludes that what Su did in the series is a type of “literary cartography”
creation with unique personal skills. Su depicts an existing “Folk” in which “the South” is
fully represented. This series roughly corresponds to the mid-1990s for the boundary,
demonstrating the former’s and later evolution. Su’s cartography depicts the violent and
erotic street space during the Great Cultural Revolution in its early stages. This space
emerges from reality and plays a significant role in the text. The street life in it encompasses
all of “the South” that Su encountered at the time. Later, his creation evolved into actively
constructing a “civic folk” world. He explored the spiritual world of the nobody and
expanded his cartography beyond a specific, realistic space to the world of “civil folk”
outside mainstream discourse. This was the new meaning Su gave to “the South.” Su’s
“Southern Writing” is expanded by the “Mahogany Street” series, which reflects marginal

folk aesthetics and enriches the meaning of “the South.”

Keywords: Su Tong, “Mahogany Street” series, Literary cartography, Civil Folk
World, the South
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