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Poetic Chords along the Lakeside: Woon
Wee Lee’s Cross-Literary Field Studies in
Macau and Singapore

Seah, Cheng Ta
Research Associate, School of Humanities,
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

Abstract

Woon Wee Lee (1946-), a Singaporean poet and linguist, was recruited to Macau in
the 1980s to educate young people on Chinese literature. This article will investigate the
various aspects of cross-cultural analysis, including perspectives on creation, publication,
promotion, education, and other cultural contributions. This paper discusses Woon’s
contribution to the field of poetry studies in Macau and his influences on literature,
education, and knowledge upon his return to Singapore. This paper also discusses the
following topics: First, to sort out Woon’s background, creations, and the literary field he
influenced. Second, his contribution to the Macau literary field includes his assistance in
editing “Jing Hai” and the Macau literature book series. Third, to examine representative
works such as “Tao Sheng Ji,” “Da Mo Ji,” and “Bai Hua Shi Hua.” Fourth, he was involved
in Singapore, primarily with the Centre for Chinese Language and Culture and promoting
the “Nanyang Literature” series. Finally, discuss Woon’s general literary impact and the

significance of cross-field studies to the literary arts in Macau and Singapore.

Keywords: Literary Field, Modern Poetry, Macau, Singapore, Cultural Capital
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3 Raymond Scupin, Race and Ethnicity: An Anthological Focus on the United States and the World (New
Jersey, Prentice Hall, 2003), p. 67.
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3 Mary Baine Campbell, “Travel Writing and Its Theory,” in The Cambridge Companion to Travel
Writing, eds. Peter Hulme and Tim Youngs (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), p.
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