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“Tao-Being” and “Mind”: An
Observation of the Deepening and
Derivation of Zhu Studies in Cai Qing’s
Primary Introduction to the Four Books

Chen, Feng-Yuan
Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Chengchi University

Abstract

Cai Qing integrated the imperial examination and the classics with the Primary
Introduction to the Four Books. It aims to return to the sages, Zhu studies, and the
Confucianists to consciously examine the results and establish a path to think about the
sages in the classics. Therefore, particular emphasis is placed on the management of the
mind by focusing on the word “Xu,” it is implemented from self-cultivation. On the other
hand, deepening the pedigree of Taoism and reshaping the status of Confucius as a saint
has become the spirit of the Min School. Chen Chen’s Elementary Explanation of the Four
Books and Lin Xiyuan’s Questions on the Four Books followed and became one of

significant achievements of the Ming Confucianism.

Keywords: Cai Qing, Primary Introduction to the Four Books, Zhu Studies, The Min
School, Confucianism
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