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Trauma, Identity and Memory of Chinese
Education: A Study of Guan Zhen Min’s
Classical Chinese Poetry

Ko, Chia-Cian
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

Guan Zhen Min (1880-1962), a Chinese teacher at Chung Ling High School in
Penang, Malaysia. He keeps continue his Chinese classical poetry through the Japanese
occupation in Malay Peninsula, from British colonialism to independent statehood, and
how his identity was transformed in the changing times. This paper explores and argues for
the two aspects: first, the trauma of the war on individuals and Chinese education is
highlighted in the Chinese poetry writing of Southbound Chinese writers in Malaya, who
deal with the Chinese school and the Chinese experience of suffering, as well as the shaping
of the collective memory of the Penang Chinese in World War II. This is the unique
situation in which Guan’s writing is confronted with literary and educational ideals, identity
transitions, and local consciousness. After the 1950s, Malaya was faced with the emergence
of a new nation-state, free from colonialism. Guan’s Chinese poetry, from diasporic state
of mind to rootedness, witnessed a shift in national identity and self-settlement in the new

situation of the development of the nation’s educational language and national spirit.

Keywords: Malaysian Chinese Classical Poetry, Old Style Poetry, Chung Ling High
School, Guan Zhen Min, Cultural Memory
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