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The Three Words of Zhuang Zi and The
Conveying of Dao

Lin, Kai
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Languages and Literature,
Hunan University

Abstract

Dao discussion in Zhuang Zi is the core discourse from the mysterious words of
‘Direct Discourse of Dao,” and often ‘Embedded’ in a certain ‘Discourse Structure’ to
express. The latter consists of a strong authorial consciousness in the form of the ‘Three
Words.” The so-called ‘Lodged Word’ is not the usual ‘Metaphor’ but emphasizes the
‘Direct Discourse of Dao’ through the ‘Mouth of Others,” remain its meaning within the
discourse. The ‘Weighted Word’ is also a mere ‘Rely’ rather than a ‘Repetition,” it mainly
a fictional rely on historical figures to express the author’s own words. The ‘Goblet Word,”
as a kind of circular and tense speech, should not be understood in a generalized sense, but
refers specifically to ‘Paradoxical’ words that are ‘Knowingly’ and ‘Seemingly.” The
‘Discourse Structure’ of the ‘Three Words’ implies Zhuang Zi’s conscious response to the
reader’s ‘Empirical and Logical’ doubts, which helps to dispel the reader’s obstinate and
prejudice, transform reader’s mind, realize the basic reading guidelines, and to enable the

mysterious ‘Direct Discourses of Dao’ to be better conveyed.

Keywords: Zhuangzi, Lodged Word, Weighted Word, Goblet Word, Paradox
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