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An Essay about the Spiritual
Characteristics of Nautical Writing in
Song Poetry Based on the Yoshikawa’s

Viewpoint of the Different Style between
Tang and Song Poetry

Yan, Jy-Ing
Professor, General Education Center,
National Taiwan Ocean University

Abstract

Yoshikawa Kojiro appointed that much more good thoughts and worldviews of sublet
sorrow existed in Song poetry than Tang poetry. This paper observes that more than 200
Tang Dynasty nautical poems generally induct four writing types of the spiritual
characteristic of “sorrow.” By choosing 50 poems from 1400 nautical Song poems to
analyze, in combination with the poets’ writing background, we study the inheritance and
transformation of the above four writing types of Tang poetry in Song poetry from the
historical perspective and find that these poems not only downplayed and transcended
“sorrow,” but further included a new feature of “joy.” It confirms Yoshikawa’s viewpoint
and serves as a new path to understanding the Song literati. Moreover, it reveals Song’s
artistic style and characteristics different from tradition and combined with idle and bold

nautical writing of Song poetry.

Keywords: Song Poetry, Nautical Writing, Spiritual Characteristics, Yoshikawa
Kojiro, Tang and Song Poetry Style
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