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An Enunciation of Seclusion Subject on
“The Fisher in River Chu” in Xiao Xiang
Lu
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Abstract

This paper discusses Liu Xiang’s “The Fisher in River Chu” in Xiao Xiang Lu.
Through the investigation of literary tradition, cultural genealogy, and context of the times,
gradually clarify the interpretation of “hermit-fisherman”. The novel deconstructed the
Confucian seclusion value of “self-cultivation for benefiting the world” represented by
Jiang Zi Ya and Yan Guang and inherits the literary images such as “the fisherman” and
“intoxicated” from Chu ci and Tao Yuan Ming’s poetry, in an attempt to dialogue with the
author’s sentiments of seclusion, thus constructing an idyllic pastoral of self-sufficiency
and unity between heaven and man. In the second half of the story, the writing tradition of
“gibbon as a metaphor” and “the return of the mountain monsters” echoes the question and
answer of the “hermit-fisherman” and the “re-animation” of the fisherman from a human
to the gibbon and the spatial movement from “Chu River” to “Nanshan” expresses the
author’s tendency to avoid the chaotic world and live-in seclusion. The late Tang scholar’s
anxiety about “where to go”, “The Fisherman in the Chu River” attempts to reconstruct its
values, which enriches the connotation of hermit culture and mystical fiction and serves as

an essential symbol of the meaning of the title of Xiao Xiang Lu.

Keywords: Xiao Xiang Lu, The Fisherman in the Chu River, Seclusion, The
Fisherman, Monster
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