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Arrogance of Academic Achievement: On
Wei Ju Xian and Sun Ci Zhou
Competition on Discussing History and

Skepticism of Antiquity for Discourse
Rights

Chou, Chih-Huang
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Chengchi University

Abstract

Wei Ju Xian (1898-1990) graduated from the Tsinghua Academy of Chinese Learning,
and Sun Ci Zhou (?-2000) graduated from the Department of Chinese Literature at Peking
University in the 1920s. In the academic trend of combining history and archaeology in the
early 20th century, they published articles in journals edited by each other. Their bizarre
theories were contempt by scholars during the ideological trend of “skepticism of antiquity”
time, so there has been little research on their theories and discourses. What individual
psychology and academic atmosphere contributed to their academic tendency? What were
their contents on discourses, and why did they collide with the field of knowledge at the
time? How to challenge the cultural nationalism of other scholars? Therefore, this paper
aims to discuss the discourse content and literary character of Wei and Sun via relevant
publications and historical materials, and to analyze the significance of their theories that
they regarded as heresies in the contest of intellectual discourse in the early Republic of

China.

Keywords: Wei Ju Xan, Sun Ci Zhou, Fu Ssu Nien, Gu Jie Gang, Cultural
Nationalism
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