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Citing Classical Documents in Xi You Ji:
Using Shi Lin Guang Ji as an Inspection

Hsieh, Min-Hsun
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

This paper is based on the 96th chapter of Xi You Ji (The Journey to the West),
mentioning “Four Grand Continents” recorded in Shi Lin Guang Ji (Grand Gleanings of
Miscellaneous Matters). It aims to deal with the issues related to the phrases’ quotations or
sources from Xi You Ji. There are two main inspection strategies: First, searching the
sources of the quoted phrases, sentences, and documents. Second, looking into how the
author uses them. The tentative conclusion of the study will show that sources that Xi You
Ji has cites may not be the original classical texts or documents but are instead children’s
primers or popular encyclopedias. It might reveal the commonality and popularity of the

novel and also the cultural standing of the author.

Keywords: Xi You Ji, Shi Lin Guang Ji, Allusions, Children’s Primers, Popular
Encyclopedia
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