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The Research about Local Narrative in
Belief Culture of Lim Tai See in
Singapore

Huang, Wen-Chu
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,
National Pingtung University

Abstract

Lim Tai See’s (1537-1604) original name was Lin Xie Chun, and pseudonym name is
Yun San Ju Shi. He wrote Yun Shan Ju Shi Ji, and people have known him as “Lim Tai See
Gong.” This paper mainly discusses Lin Xie Chun’s literary writing and style through the
Yun Shan Ju Shi Ji and summarizes his life traits, such as integrity, people-oriented, and
educate villagers. He becomes a God with his integrity behavior and transformed identity
from “historiographer-Lim Tai See Gong” in the history field to the “Imperial tutor-Lin Tai
Shi Gong” in folk belief. After the 20th Century, Hokkien Chinese immigrated to Singapore
and carried their ancestor God—Lim Tai See, to the Ma-san Stream area. Lim Tai See Gong
inspired his mighty by local narrative and collective memory process and expanded his
priesthood to become Lin Tai Yi Gong. The Hokkien Chinese community, through the
ground, to form the so-called “local knowledge” and collected into the local religious

culture, cohesion in Chinese identity, also become the shared memory of the local Chinese.

Keywords: Lim Tai See, Lin Xie Chun, Zhang Zhou Yun Xiao, Singapore Hoon San
Temple, Local Narrative
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