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Construction of Theoretical Lineage and
Subjectivity: A Further Study on Zhu Xi’s
Compiling of the Four Books

Chan, Ping-Jui
Adjunct Lecturer, Department of Applied Chinese,
Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages

Abstract

Zhu Xi’s Collected Commentaries on the Four Books by Chapter and Verse gained
much more momentum than the existing Six Classics. Scholars combined it with Y7 as “New
Five Classics” and viewed it as a paradigm shift. The purpose of Four Books studies neither
to replace the existing classics nor to erase the classics’ exegetics. Instead, it is viewing as
supplements. Therefore, it is necessary to clarify the academic relationship between the
“Four Books” and the “Six Classics”. This paper takes the stance that the “Four Books” is
the core of Zhu Xi’s theoretical system and that cultivation (15 %) plays a crucial role in
Neo-Confucianism (¥ 4%). Zhu Xi’s studies could limit it to the concept of “Inner Sage-
hood” (/9 ¥). Yu Ying-shih once said, “Zhu Xi studies should be considered the continuum
of the concept of ‘Inner Sage-hood’ and ‘Outer Kingliness’ (P % 4} £).” This paper
suggests that Zhu Xi’s achievement in Chinese classics is not a solely distinctive move; it
perfectly complements his Neo-Confucianism system. Zhu Xi’s theory’s essence lies in the
subjects of classics interpretation intertwined with the classics’ doctrines. From this
perspective, this paper aims to point out that Zhu Xi compiled the “Four Books” may be

closely related to the construction of the theoretical lineage and methodology.

Keywords: Four Books, Mind, Logic, Orthodoxy, Six Classics
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