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Qun Shu Zhi Yao and Prosperity of
Zhenguan: On the Interaction between
Rulers and Subjects

Lin, Chao-Cheng
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Qun Shu Zhi Yao research has limited by the impression of category books and focus
on philology issues, yet rarely discussed from the perceptive of ideology. This essay
attempts to show the ideological connotation of Qun Shu Zhi Yao with the nature of “Edit
instead of creation” through the connection and comparison of Zhenguan’s political
Schemas. This essay focus on four topics: “Difficult to be a rulers”, “Not easy to be the
subject either”, “Symbiotic of the rulers and subjects” and “Accept direct advice”, through
such a discussion, highlight the academic value of Qun Shu Zhi Yao, also clarify the changes
in thinking that existed during Zhenguan period. First of all, it briefly explains the
compilation and ideological framework of Qun Shu Zhi Yao, which aims to show the
situation of thematic issues. Secondly, by combing the relationship with Zhenguan’s
political Schemas, this essay analyzes the text interpretation and systematic thinking
contained in Qun Shu Zhi Yao. Thirdly, clarify the debates on the subjects of the interaction
between rulers and subjects, present their interrelated systems, and examine the changes in
their thoughts. Finally, to reconstruct the interpretation of the “Meaning of ruler and

subject”, revealing the value and significance of the Qun Shu Zhi Yao.

Keywords: Qun Shu Zhi Yao, Zhenguan’s political Schemas, Prosperity of Zhenguan,
Wei Zheng, Emperor Taizong
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