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The Study of Genre and Narration of You
Yang Za Zu: The Inspection Concentrated
on Lu Xun’s Perspective

Kang, Yun-Mei
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

You Yang Za Zu (The Miscellaneous Morsels from You-yang) is a book written by
Duan Cheng Shi (803-863). It is a significant collection of fiction in the late-Tang Dynasty.
Moreover, it has been regarded as “The Outstanding Fiction” in Complete Library of the
Four Treasuries. Lu Xun classified it as “Za Zu” (miscellany) which is apart from other
“legendary collections”. This article attempts to reveal its subgenre style of “Za Zu”
between “anomaly” and “legend”. Lu Xun has defined the narrative characteristics of the
whole book with “record/narration” and “narrative features”. In this way, You Yang Za Zu
forms a cross-boundary character in the history of fiction classifications, so this is the
appropriate way to understand Lu Xun’s perspective in classifying it as “Za Zu” with its

argument.

Keywords: Duan Cheng Shi, You Yang Za Zu, Lu Xun, Miscellany, Narrative
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