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Craving for Wonderlands: The Peach
Blossom Spring Image in Taiwanese
Classic Literature during the Japanese
Colonial Period

Lin Shu-Hui
Professor, Department of Taiwan Culture, Languages, and Literature,
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The Image of Peach Blossom Land, usually found in ancient Chinese literature and
landscape paintings, shows its profoundness and prevalence in historical culture and space.
During the Japanese colonial period (1895-1945), Taiwanese litterateur made good use of the
permanent image of the Peach Blossom Spring, shaping an ideal space with Classic literature
as an expression of the desire for a wonderland under colonialism and implying their
philosophies of life. The image of Peach Blossom is not only to describe the symbolic
significance of landscapes, also to display their decisions between ideals and reality inspired
by the contemporary criticism against the intention of the pursuit of a wonderland. The texts
reveal how authors view cultural images or reflect the status quo with wonderlands as
metaphors, showing how they crave for a relief from sufferings and seek a way out. Based
on the space imagination of the Peach Blossom Land and worldly cares which feature the
Peach Blossom Land, the study analyzes the image of Peach Blossom Land in Taiwanese
Classic Literature, inquires how to integrate the life experience of litterateur, and bears the

deduced meanings of the sentimental traditions in Classic literature.

Keywords: Peach Blossom Land, wonderland, landscape, Oak Poetry Society,
cultural image
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