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Historic Space - Landscape Writing of
Suzhou in Li Yu’s Qing Zhong Pu

Lee Chia-Lian,
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
Tunghai University

Abstract

Li Yu was an early Qing dynasty playwright from Suzhou, whose drama Qing Zhong
Pu has always been considered as a current-time drama about the changes of his
hometown. The research attempts to explore how the playwright records his hometown
affairs and how Suzhou has been written into the play plots. From the point of view of
landscape writing, it can be a fictional scene, or where the historical facts occurred, or
even only the narrated referents, they all reflect local characteristics fully demonstrate the
close relationship between the landscape and the crowd. It is also creates a unique
landscape due to the “where the people are” which is attuned to the deeper meaning. For
Li, the landscaping writings are cast into the ideas, feelings and culture of the people of
Suzhou. They reflect the rise and fall of the history and the changes of people. In addition,
they indicate that “all things are characterized according to reality” of Qing Zhong Pu and
seek to achieve the motive of “glorify virtue and censure vice” and even break through
the limitations of time and space, affecting the moral sentiments and historical reflections
of his readers in later generations. This is the author’s so-called “historic space”, which is
also the perspective of this paper has been written from the viewpoint of the landscape,

and to revisit the research significance and value of Li Yu’s Qing Zhong Pu.

Keywords: Suzhou in the early Qing Dynasty, Li Yu, Qing Zhong Pu, landscape
writing, Zhou Shun Chang
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