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The Influence of Western Poetry and its
Chinese Translation on Modern Chinese
Poetry: Feng Zhi and Bian Zhi Lin as
Examples

Eric Kwan Wai Yu
Professor, Department of Literature and Cultural Studies,
Associate Vice-President, The Education University of Hong Kong

Abstract

Western poetry and its Chinese translation have made significant contributions to the
development of modern Chinese poetry. Through reading and translating Western poems,
Chinese poets were inspired by Western thoughts and sentiments as well as benefited by
experimenting with various Western poetical forms. Besides, they also received creative
inspirations regarding vocabulary, syntax, tempo and artistic conception in general. This
article takes Feng Zhi and Bian Zhi Lin as prime examples, exploring in what concrete
ways Western poetry and its translation have influenced modern Chinese poetry between
the 1920s and early 1940s. Feng and Bian were both important poets and professional
translators of Western literature. Graduated from the German and English departments of
Peking University respectively, Feng and Bian received proper training in foreign
languages; their translation work and their own poetical practice benefited each other.
Critics usually consider Feng’s sonnets, written in 1941, as the summit of his poetical
achievement and that most of Bian’s best poems were written in the mid- to the late 1930s.
Before reaching such maturity, their earlier writings had been much influenced by the
reading and translation of Western poetry. The scope of the present study thus covers the
works of Feng written between the mid-1920s and 1941 and those of Bian between 1930
and 1939 (when his Wei Lao Xin ji was completed).
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Hirsche wandeln dort am Huigel,
Blicken in die Nacht empor;
Manchmal regt sich das Gefligel
Tréaumerisch im tiefen Rohr.

Weinend muf® mein Blick sich senken;
Durch die tiefste Seele geht

Mir ein stiBes Deingedenken,

Wie ein stilles Nachtgebet!*®
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18 JJR3Z 7, Nikolaus Lenau, Lenaus Werke in Einem Band (Berlin: Aufbau-Verlag, 1970), p. 75.
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FHIECS [ RGN B B sk FLEVRSEE - 151 ME - il St JEhRE & 2L s %
A LA - IEANMIAE S/ R EL B SR TRy © Bk N B AR | - (M
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8 EE (B —RTEFEDE)  TARWESER  (BE2%) F4f> H84-

9 ZEEH  (PUBRIRY) - (FFAVEEfT) - H 97 -

S0 RS (REERETBERAFE) (IbaT - JERURE KR - 2005) > H 197 -

SUthlly - (ChBERATF B —EEE (FETHE) i) (FFEAT) 2:6 (19917) H115-

%2 BRHITFHOPAREEF P EERNENE &K @ SUEEE - T2EEAE - (REEE
BRI AFFER) - H 196-197
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DUECEHEEEN - ST - SRR L - PEBEAH I TR LR
I HURY) - S EREE G2 -
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Hefig 5 R —EA PllnEEIFARE F ARIEEHRT - NZMHLEEFRLE - )
R ESRE AR IR - BEEO D RIEREEE S ANRPESD - e (BRACEET])
FEEFR/NG o NE LRI ABOH R P ET S T o IR DARGERGR - BT TR
B ASCRR AR - I VS I EaER - EBE R T (e A ) (The Merchant
of Venice) YL - FREREEIILZNY ClfitTak) - SERF R ERraEp T - 1929 i
B AACFREISGR - K—IRFEIEFR - ERRERERRERA I E AL - 1930 £4hEE

5 G A R B B TR, AOAE - RIEE (i QFLE) MR T B L BEER
WENEAREE) » WAZIRESER  (BERE) F 81 H5859-

5 HRAMERFEE - 1] 2] Marian Galik, “Feng Zhi and His Goethean Sonnet,” Crosscurrents in the
Literatures of Asia and the West. Ed. Masayuki Akiyama and Yiu-nam Leung (Newark: University
of Delaware Press, 1997), pp. 123-134 KiFEIE : (IEEEHE) > H 173-180 - ERIEEEIE TH
Al o BIRRE - RIRAABRORES - (REERE BB AFE) - 5191 -

% R QERERGTRAENE) - H7 -

162



A E PR e TR R R AR - DU RN IR B

TEMBERIC (3. Synge) HYFHEF (AK) (Winter) » WiAE (FEJLH# - BEITI)
R TS EMRAERIBRLG o MEIRE T —HE3 G HRREHEERAE (C.
Baudelaire ) i EIFF NRIRE o EIREEEAEA ZHGFR LB (P.B. Shelley)
FRE » % 2 BRI B 2 P R U R L T B R R~ BB IR T A
TERFHEEE] (FFH) HFHW R - JEMEREZES (C. Rossetti) 475F (W » Zff
JE{EVE -2 > (Song (Oh What Comes Over The Sea) ) FlIEH; 2% (S. Mallarmé) 4535
(R (Soupin) #RAE(FFT) b AEILRERE IR - WE# R T ZEZ(W.B. Yeats ) »
=55 (L. Hunt) ~ iR (P. Verlaine ) FIRFFACH 4055 NRVER(E » SUERE TIE
faf£% (H. Nicolson) (#igifii) (Paul Verlaine) —FH ik —EHHY#ET - DL (BUAR
EASHEE) BAEEE (A BTL - 1933 ERERAERN - i DIFEEN 5
SRR RS o (EREE 30 AR - FERFRIFE R RSB B AR N IRIER A8
%4 - 1930 = 1932 A FRR T L HA TH AR T AVEEERER A IR E
FIE—Z%8 A E0L - (ERAEEREASZ IR B » F#RKE R - £
T RIS PG IRAI(E S » TR ARk EL T HACR ) (EFRZ(F - Mg arfn]
RESZ (FE7Kk) DAMRRBEI—Z MR (Z1E) (Les Fleurs du Mal ) Ffffifi 2R
EEHIIES A ~ BADIZEE AREGEE - KIS T — DU E RS AR T/ N AY)
HIRE - PHIN 0 WZMFEEOELERE  fRASE  DEHEMEERT EIR
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TR E BIRIEEE —EERA SR SRR SRR
HIEEFERENERIEH - FrHEES # R SURIEE - V2R T NAE ErIEEE -
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So WM - (R ZHRGESCER - FEERT) 28 1 M (AL - L3 E ikt - 2000) - H 1-2 - L5857k
AT CEEERFCHE ) HERTRRAY 39 & 1930 £ 1934 (RS - 33 THCR, M T Y5 , B2ET
BEEIME AL LS - B TEREE TR VR - Bk (R ZETENTIE) (SIE -
BEE Rt - 2000) - B 17-19 - 35 FREFREVERSEIR T RE ) B9—HEE -

7 pHEZRREE  (NIMERTT) (B @ BB REHICR - 1989) 0 H12-24 -

R CHF) > (MEERGCHE) AT (& © A0 - E - fr=RE)5 - 1982)  H5-20 -

¥ NN MRERS L0 ROR R AR  FRRLSE - UEE RIS M AVRHE - RER T UOIRE - ZEREFRE
PR HAES (FR ERVZIERLT - FE2 LK - (N ZMEFETE) - B 16-27 ~ 180-187 » ik
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B EP A ER2REERR & ) —B T ERE O T ITHRIT - S ) ez -
A MEN R A PE R BT (BRI X AT A o R AR U MRy B 7
BInERIER CRE) FRFEHEHT - FTH1T 587 - #=/2 aabbccddee » .2
1931 FEHYFATEAR FIEFZ @ - BT AR TIUET - ST EEIHESE - /&
IE TR R R - Fr ARV e — 1K - AL B2 AR BIRF AR &R - 40 T 5
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BIAnF IEEFHE Tton oeil angélique ; 5Ky T IRIERARE | - (ST SURENE - [REE
Fy TIRIERBEMAIARES - 1933 4F - flhy (BT H ) #IERRFRH (EZAt) HAmy
TEEL - WEEDSFERFRIE > B (FEE) (La Musique) —&FiA 1983 4
R (IEBIRREE - [ifiR) » ZEMANRMEN R — - (FEME T, 9%
FAER TER L)

SEVET VS T VY TS

mR/ rawy,/ 2R
B—XR/EE/REH im0, EE
RGN, AT AR -

By SRR 0 A RTRE S SRR
W akAe, — 8 S

Rt/ Rer/ Rt/ —&FF KK
—FERRG TR
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60 g (EBIRRE) HINCAR - iR G A ) BUHELEMEER] - A5 TRBRIA (RBIFRE) FAH)
(R ZEESCER) 268 211 > H 208-20 -

164



A E PR e TR R R AR - DU RN IR B

La musique souvent me prend comme une mer!
Vers ma pale étoile,

Sous un plafond de brume ou dans un vaste éther,
Je mets ala voile;

La poitrine en avant et les poumons gonflés
Comme de la toile,

J’escalade le dos des flots amoncelés

Que la nuit me voile;

Je sens vibrer en moi toutes les passions
D’un vaisseau qui souffre;
Le bon vent, la tempéte et ses convulsions

Sur I’immense gouffre
Me bercent. D’autre fois, calme plat, grand miroir
De mon désespoir!®

R T ZMECHSHT - FEPREIETIUTRY - BEUTH - 56 - SHITEARE
B (HFEfEE e) » BRZUS abab, cbeb, ded, eff - BLEETTZ ARG HE K2l (

e M) - PHUAVEESC D AEZ M (BIFIE) RECEETT - IS SR8 T - 6
=T E IR G RE - PR AR R R BRI (T AT TS (RIS

## )y abab, acac - i HAA "B, 1 TRER 0 R THEE ) B TR ) HRAKE
FHIECR BRI « N ZRE BRI A RPN BIEGE - g3 - T EINEIRS
RERCHEIRE S - LA R HARRE S AV RIREHIER R - R R E SN
AR E - FHIRIEEERSC - ARG ° 5Higti s - (AhE EREEH

61 [F3Z F, Charles Baudelaire, Les Fleurs du Mal (Paris: Poulet-Malassis et de Broise, 1857), pp.
174-175.

62 fr3H " k28 ) (feminine rhyme ) » fE3EEF B R —E EHE — B —EARYER - 1R A FR R A
B e WURR - MBI H A —EE SR T BSER Lo FZIER GGEi) st E e - SER R EET T 5
—REHRYER - RREADRT o B2 (B (MEafcmE) BEThR > 515 -

0 IREMHATL RN T 1932 4£ 910 HHIBSHIREFF - A Sl & W A IR DA E 7 B THIRRHE -
ST BT M ESRSATH TR (BN TEAH ) B TiE ) BE B rI2REREE (N
ZIRERRISE) 0 H 550 5119 21 - AIEREMAE Tl T ) REAREIE AR R - MR
1950 (At A IE X3 KA BFTRTEI 2 09 &
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o5 AIZBIMGALE « (PREILAFEGR ) (Jb5t @ PEESMIEE IR A =] > 2000) - H 200-201 -

66 FERHI N ZH - GERFEMTHIREE ) - H 65 « AR~ ZIMEiren s A E A HET Rt E - nI2ER
2 (NZME=IE) - H 122-158 -

7 AI2EREME - (N ZMERRNE) > H 132 -

68 W (RELFEATRFEREY ) (N ZMOCEE) 2B 21 - H 388 -

© W52 (CHBIHTRAIINEIREEE) - WA BIiREFiw - (IBE2%) 5 5 it - H 180-181 -

0N ORTOE B REENE - SBRIEAE) - (RZMOCE) 28 21 - H 187 -

7RZHE (R B AFITE ) - (NS ) 28 2 it - H 550-551 -
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RIS R N MR R A SRR B R BB - IRt A e
FESE - G700 1931 FEIMhAE (FEILH - 8IT)) #3578l CESZH) (Ariettes
Oubli¢es) HHEYZE/\1E (HHEESMEERY) (Dans I'interminable ) HJFEAR @ [FFEEKE
T () —7F - BEAMER ERER R I E A - EREEEP R - (S
MRy EEFHONHET - ST - BRRIETF AR - 5 TR IthE R —
B (R&) AU s 2RSS (ERE = - BE=C00HE - B2 2c8E R —Ef A #15R (abba)
BE—HIHACHR (cded) @ (Ri&) BIAET » MR EREE —UT AR > —=
TN - WAEJTH @ CHREREN) HEP SRR Ei N ERI R ET - ZA6t
TEAE ~ PIBANVD » ARIREGRZZSIG - MRS REEEZ T - A RIS
TR BB AN LA IREE - 2REAMAZE S VERIRR - 7 (B BRHIRILE
W& - FHRBREEEES " —REEWIER (HRERTE R TR BER
BEAEFRE TRE - R HREAETE - EE N & - (Rg) = CEEERE) 1Y
B EERYEENFTHERREERA - e REKFEfERE 2w - H
N2 EIRF AR R FUEE B (B EE ) (Le Cimetiere Marin ) H1 T Linsecte net gratte la
sécheresse | (HZf IR EE R ) 1924)" » SBE TP Bl 3 h R B
B - AR SR RN EEPYER (RIERseAHE]) A T REREE T - T M EERY
W T RN o BSEEAS - TEhIE R RS o R R E
A - VS (s, sh, x) LG 2R i AR a8 B A T2 Ry T ou & (BE
&) » FEHARFHGEAMEE - “{HEmT BT SR B 2 MEE

(R) sl 7 B AyrEEs s -

TR T et (B ) —F Rk —FARET - WkFE 5 2

figlt) (=Z4EDAR ) (Aprés Trois Ans) ZF5aBHI » RESGERTE » % T (EA L)

Qﬂib

72 (HEgEmER ) F LA Paul Verlaine, “ Ariettes Oubliées VIIL,” Oeuvres Poétiques Complétes (Paris:
Editions de la Nouvelle Revue Francaise, 1938), pp. 125-126.

7 ORZWEREE - B CNZHEESCEE) 24 H 233 -

7 ORZHE (R (EESE) (BE 0 RS 0 1993) 0 H 142-144 -

75 IR ZHE (RO - BF) WETIR 0 H 20 5 SRS AR ¢ (R ZIREREISE) 0 H 23-24 -

76 B 0B IGFETE B ER( Harold Nicolson )2 » v 2 #h : (B fmBd =28 ) (H1 H )4:4(1932.11 ) »
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i T AR R - TERAE SR FRIVEIR ) (REEARIE L S ST
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MHREBREFRE SR - H YA ESE > RESINEERE - I T — 7L
THRRZRERETEBE - AT HE - (EHEDMR) BETE-HUTE - (aak)

AEE - 2R RIUET > SETTER S HAE T ITAE  EAE DT -

BTFEA—  HPsZ L IEMEEH - il REEIRIIREE - A BE R
WG - 8 I R 2k - TLZ/KER N 20 1931 R (BIE) - i
BEEfmAy (P (Chanson d’automne ) fRAR{L » & HEYFEENGIAARE T " IGHGHEF
A — e BHERR SR o T R R R SR E M B S oe AR - PR
METH (EE ) g B8R (FKEK) aabeeb YRR - MigsHh M URBEHETE | T NHERTE |

R (R AREGTRZ HERAVREAGE » RIHLE2/Ka8 R N I Z BB R 2

B 1930 £ - JRAJFEER - FAERS AT DT AR o N ZMEAEBIGEE
PRURFFIINZ RIS - R RSO AR T 2R e S (R - 765
B R T A AR A fi ) (7S (Sagesse) RSN (RZ2 - fEETH E) (Le ciel
est, par-dessus le toit ) +3AH{L « A5E N ZHAAMEREE TEEE SRR - i
HEfmERE Cintellect) FIFEER (wit) FIFFES - ©

H7-8 - (ZHFEZ#% ) [F A Paul Verlaine, Oeuvres Poétiques Complétes, p. 46.

7 AI2ERSE - (RZMEEIE) - H 32-33 -

7 CEAE) RNz (REE) (BIEF  SUBAVEHIRL - 1935) - B 46-48 5 R (THEFFE)
Ko (FtERACRE) o (RKER) RS, Paul Verlaine, Oeuvres Poétiques Complétes, pp. 56-57.

7 (EE) BT (FBE8g)  H 3133 R (HEFFR) K (HEERichE) © 1L527KHEmEE R
K& - (CFZMETERE) - H 181-184 -

80 () HRZM  (THEFFE) (B REUER - 1974) 0 H 57-58 - (R%2 - TERIE ) FXR
Paul Verlaine, Oeuvres Poétiques Completes, p. 184 - m] Z2Blif5 iy » sRSCL : (R 2k« FHPEEFERNY
AiE ) WAGRTS « CGErEFSr 2 — BB ARER SNBSS ) (R WRE S B .
1985) » E 506-507 °
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I Tz 30 FRMEFIF - A ETEFR A E RN

TR AR RS (i) (The Waste Land ) K Z HiffyRTET » BRAtIAE 1933 £
1935 fEMRHTRT RS T NERALR - 5908 1934 41 (BRI MGZE KA M B
WE -~ HEMEEE RIRTTERERIER - 52227 Gilf) % - ™ 1937 4
B (NG RWIESTICERS FESY  BE (REME) FREETTIEES
TR Py - BRACISFFHY (& 1% 7RI #) (The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock )
— WA o CEEASEREIMIG S BRI R ATRE - (2 1934 SR TENE B - 5R T
AWGFFE) CERREUE AARE) —32 0 WiAfE (EE3) HFIRITISRESR - RKHEE S
R ESN RGBTSR - RN - R E N
BIRER TIRME AL GBS - BRI SRS (B S S R e
£ % | (beauty of intelligence ) AY#ZAIEH W& - ®F 2GRt 1937 SEAYIESZ
FIHERE - B - FUE BRI RIRGEE - BT RS BAVET (R LA BRI
1+ BINRALEF AR BH BT WA RERRE - S .2 - Bt & 05 AAIFF R
e VEE T N ZIMMEBRISE ERREFSE - RIS T2 BRI
SR TG (SEE TRCEL ) BRI - PF T 30 AR - FEE I HE

81 (CFEO) RN (HFFF5 ) 5 78-83 - Rl ) JR S A T.S. Eliot, “The Waste Land,” The Complete
Poems and Plays (New York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1980), pp. 37-50.

82 (REnh) RN 2Bk (CHEERR ) H 102-103 - &S ST HIEHO JRSCR T.S. Eliot, “The Love Song
of . Alfred Prufrock,” The Complete Poems and Plays, pp. 3-7 - 7] 22 B EL4% 175347 » &, Lloyd Haft,
Pien Chih-lin: A Study in Modern Chinese Poetry (Dordrecht: Foris, 1983), p. 58.

8 FEHFE=MAMAAESENESR () Flhith - ARSHHTE - MR GFEgT
WO BE R =4 BE G EMEA R A SE T = EEERE - 5 [F Louis Macneice
LS E A - siER e T B L ) BT RS T wit-image (o RAEEH < (FRAVEENT) - H 65 -

8 (32 AHEHF (T.S.Eliot) & > N ZMhGE « (EMEEARIAEE) - (B230) 1:1 (19345) > H 97 -

8 [ Beauty of Intelligence ;, FEHI Nk : (RREIER) » (TH5775) - H 213 -

so 2R ¢« (R MR ERFTIO - MARAEER - OV 2R ) (a5 - WitEE
HiRRIEL - 1990) » B 25-31 - fraithige B T anfi b ) 8k T RCEML ) BURRRIR B OISR - e (X2
#f A\) (The Metaphysical Poets ) —>ZH1gR « 17 fHfC 5B 20 E2EF A RE FH R E AR RS FEVR L Ry Rk
R FEMPRIFFE AR SR BRI ECZ TR S fy— - AITERAGER T 8RS TERYEE 5 (unified
sensibility ) JH& T - MAERAF ALERE GBIV ER - 7[R LERF A HREAEE R
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FrEmEEE - MRFE IR EE (W.H. Auden) FIIEEIFF ARTAIE (L. Aragon) #ft
SEB RN IE S AT - ¥ BB B SO - PR MITE 30 RN A
TUUTER - EA LR B S A A R - RN M R L AR B R
(RIBEHE) T2 HEEE - "Lk R~ ZMemERic e - 2K
TP L ERCE (LAY - e 1931 & 1934 S5tz ra B A E 5l /2
MREYRER/ NSRRI NS > TR ERA OB ARG - R BRIt A R AL ATR L
/NEBERIFFE « PIRIE R CHIRI R - HRERRE BB IEBE S A A0 IHE -
A EFR R - RANBRAEDERTS - N ZHME 30 RS PE5F - EEFLIRAYEE
2 REUEACRE T AT R M BRI R SRR FIEE - O
HRAIES - KZEL 1935 2 1937 £ » Bl ARAERE M LEREMELL
=

NZMFNGER — (BRI ER: - S TR E R AL - SRR
BRI 2 ERPARFI MBS RIS R v NI E LR
(EERFIGE 5 _ LR IR0 B - H VTR A Z A iR R E RS -
NIRRT 2 H IR - R R RE RSN - DL T BB M8 E ) (dramatic
monologue ) A7 >t /252 FIE {7 S BlHE 2 A m F B RS BRI B — 2 TGS » AN £
e B I DUBRRE LI RE AR » IMIEHTSCR BN Z R BIEMAT AT - AT ARG
T AU R ER i = A RURFIEL - SR P TSR B AR AL - R3S Ll

Ril&r o r] 226 T.S. Eliot, “The Metaphysical Poets,” Selected Essays (New York: Harcourt, Brace and
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