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“The Mind is Bright”: The Formation
and Type of Using “Sun” to Metaphor
“Mind” on Wang Yang-Ming’s Thought

Huang Chi-Li
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
Tunghai University

Abstract

This paper mainly focuses on the concept of Yang-Ming’s thought of “sun” to
metaphoric “mind”. The research is using metaphor theory to study the process of
formation and differentiate the type of metaphor in order to investigate the relationship
between the subject and thought. This paper is divided into three parts: Firstly, according
to Liu Ji Shan’s statement, previous scholars who gives the most impact for Yang-Ming’s
thought in “sun” metaphoric is Lu Xiang Shan and Yang Ci Hu. Secondly, the formation
of “sun” metaphoric in Yang-Ming’s thought is originated from Long-Chang period, and
the basic form is clearly being seen in the book of Wu Jing Yi Shuo to explain “Jin”.
Lastly, along with the inner mind experience of Yang-Ming, his operation in “sun”
metaphoric becomes more exquisite. It is mainly consisting of these three types: the
bright, the “yang qi” and the ignorant. It is similar with the mind experience of

Yang-Ming, included autonomy and consciousness, purify effect and no attachment.

Keywords: Wang Yang Ming, Yang-Ming School, metaphor of the sun, Innate
Knowledge, metaphor studies
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