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The Development of Dai Zhen’s
Dissertation on The Way of The Doctrine
of the Mean

Kuo Pao-Wen
Assistant Professor, General Education Center,
National Taiwan Ocean University

Abstract

There are differences to expound Way of The Doctrine of the Mean in Dai Zhen’s
philosophical books. In Supplementary Notes of Mean, he had valued the thinking ability
of the heart, in which had made Way in human become goodness. In Investigate into
What Is Good, Dai Zhen had both emphasized the work in thinking the ability of heart
and lusts, so people should use their mind to direct lust into the inevitable virtue. In The
Annotation in Mencius’ Words, Dai Zhen had continued the work in Investigate into What
Is Good, and had detailed emphasized people could expand the wisdom to adjust lust into
the virtue. Dai Zhen had also clearly proposed his theory to oppose Neo-Confucianism,
such as against Principle is the essence of Way. He had established further and complete

system in The Annotation in Mencius’ Words.

Keywords: Dai Zhen, Way of The Doctrine of the Mean, Supplementary Notes of Mean,
Investigate into What Is Good, The Annotation in Mencius’ Words
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