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Wang Ken Tang’s Scholarly Honors and
Public Morals in Wan Li Imperial
Examination
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Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
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Abstract

Wang Ken Tang was born in the aristocratic family because his father and
grandfather were palace graduate. He gives up being a doctor, and he is becoming a
palace graduate when he turns to 40 years old. He is number 184 in the rank, which he is
not satisfied with his ranking. Fortunately, he was admitted to the academician recruit of
Han Lin Academy Department. He studies hard when he stays at Han Lin Academy
Department. Finally, he got a very good result among the Shujishi (which means “All
good men of virtue” is a scholastic title during the Ming and Qing dynasty of China) and
he retained as Han Lin Jian Tao (Official position, the person that who write the Dynasty
history) and he quit the job because of the faction’s struggles. This paper focus on Wang’s
Imperial Examination experiences and the bad morals of the society, although he was
cultivated by imperial household, but the morals breakdown, this is the main problem
which causes Ming dynasty being declined. Since Wang had no handed down his personal
corpus. Thus, this paper based on his 23 articles and 16 poems, within those opuses to
analyze his talents and virtue. Moreover, we can know the methods of Han Lin Academy

cultivates to the talented person, and unrecognized talents in the country.

Keywords: Wang Ken Tang, Shujishi, Han Lin Academy, Imperial Examination,
Wan Li
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