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Exploring Jing Fang’s Anomaly Theory
on the Yi jing
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Abstract

Following reading of materials related to the Book of Han in-depth, we explored Jing
Fang’s anomaly theory derived from the Yi jing, in which comprise the interactive
relationship between the Yi jing, the hexagram-solar cycle relation, and miscellaneous
divinations. We found that the combination of the Yi jing and miscellaneous divinations is
primarily determined by the sources and methods by which hexagrams are constructed. In
addition to the Ten Wings, the sources involve the antique divinations of Zuo Zhuan,
theory of Ming Tang Yue Ling, and theory of Hong Fan Wu Xing. The methods include
the Yi jing, the position of lines, hexagrams, and xiang shu theories such as twelve
hexagrams of growth and decline and interlocking hexagrams (huti). The influence of the
hexagram-solar cycle relation on miscellaneous divinations is explained in the inference
process of anomalies in two methods. Firstly, observing whether the natural climate
conforms to the hexagram-solar cycle relation. Changes between yin and yang are
employed to infer human fortunes without miscellaneous divinations. Secondly, the
hexagram-solar cycle relation is integrated with miscellaneous divinations. In association
with the construction of normal states in natural seasons, the hexagram-solar cycle
relation warns people of anomalies; miscellaneous divinations are used to explain the
cause of disasters and forecast the development of incidents. Moreover, after examining
two commentaries of Jing Fang’s anomaly theories, we found that neither were Jing

Fang’s Anomaly Rules on the Yi jing.
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