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A Review and Assessment on
Interpretation of “There used to be Gu
Jian in the Yuan Dynasty” in Wei
Liang-Fu’s Nan Ci Yin Zeng

Luo Li-Zong
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
Soochow University

Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to investigate whether the interpretation of “There
used to be Gu Jian in the Yuan Dynasty” in Wei Liang-Fu’s Nan Ci Yin Zeng is reliable, as
well as to review and assess relevant academic issues over the past. This study selected
the family tree, life story, and poetry collection of Gu Jian and Gu Ying as the research
scope to clarify the clues about the relationship between Gu Ying and Gu Jian. There is a
lack of relevant literature and data proving that Gu Ying and Gu Jian used to interacted
with each other. Gu Ying interacted with 93 literati and scholars (e.g. Yang Wei-Zhen, Yu
Li, Shi Liang-Qi, and Ang Ji Qi Wen) about their works, and he was talented in music and
literature, which are more or less associated with the promotion or spread of Nan Qu, as
well as an unexpected research result in this study. In the end, this study also clarified the
vague concept of Chinese opera formed in academia under the influence of Wei

Liang-Fu’s Nan Ci Yin Zeng.

Keywords: Gu Ying, Wei Liang-Fu, Gu Jian, Nan Ci Yin Zeng, Yang Wei-Zhen
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