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Essay on the Impact of Collection of Notes
and Commentaries of Tao Yuan-Ming
Written by Tang Han

Huang Shi-Jin
Ph.D, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

The four volumes of Collection of Poems of Tao Yuan Ming are written by Tang Han.
He applied traditional hermeneutic and notational methods, as well as inherited the
predecessor’s results of studying Tao Yuan-Ming’s poems, aided with what he has
learned, and made some collations and annotations on the changes due to transcription by
different people through different dynasties, pronunciation of words, title of poems,
metaphor and inspiration, meaning of phrases, meaning of sentences, names, making the
first book of notation of “The Collection of Tao Yuan Ming” be introduced to the world.

In addition, Tang Han made some comments and remarks about Tao Yuan Ming’s
partial poems. The purposes of his comments can be summed up into two different points,
such as: “He highly praises Tao Yuan Ming’s moral integrity of withdrawing from society
and living in obscurity through cultivation in person, still maintain his righteousness even
he is poor at that time” and “Tao Yuan Ming disgracefully to be an official under the two
surnames of “Si Ma” & “Liu,” with the ambition to revenge for the Jin Dynasty.” The
annotation and textual criticism, comments and frivolous remarks in the book of
Collection of Poems of Tao Yuan Ming have posed great influence to the books of younger
generation with the title of “The Collection of Tao Yuan Ming.” The major books with the
title of “The Collection of Tao Yuan Ming” handed down for generations, mostly are

under its direct or indirect influence. Under the inheritance of study results of Tao Yuan
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Ming poems by Tang Han, the later generation of studying Tao Yuan-Ming’s poems had
filled up the cracks and stopped the leaks, and made more annotation and rectification to
be more and more advanced, eventually the later generation broke through the stereotypes
and opened up a new prospect.

The major books with the title of “The Collection of Tao Yuan Ming” handed down
for generations, in which are under direct influence of Tang Han’s book are Collection of
Notes and Commentaries of Tao Yuan Ming written by Lee Gong Huan, The collection of
Tau Jing Jie written by He Meng Chun in the Ming dynasty, Compile of annotations of
poems of Tao Yuan Ming written by Wu Zhan Tai in the Qing dynasty, Compile of
criticisms of poems of Tao Yuan Ming written by Wen Ru Neng in the Qing dynasty, and
Series of Tau Jing Jie and Collection of annotations of Tau Jing Jie written by Tao Shu in
the Qing dynasty respectively; those books under indirect influence of Tang Han’s book
are Annotation to the analects of Tao Yuan Ming written by Liu Lu in the Yuan dynasty,
The collection of Tau Jing Jie written by Lin Mong-Chu, Notes of Poems of Tao

Yuan-Ming in the Dong Shan Hut written by Chiu Chia-Sui in the Qing dynasty.

Keywords: The poems of Tao Yuan Ming, Tao Yuan Ming, Tan Han, Lee Gong Huan,
Tao Shu
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