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On Study of the Origin and Structure of
Zhai Yuan Wen Style in Dun-Huang
Manuscripts

Wang San-Ching
Honorary Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Since the context of Zhai Jiao Fa Hui might be differed by the attendee, purpose,
time, and place, its wording also has to change accordingly. However, it changed, also
have to meet the demand of constantly gathering all through the year, the supply side thus
gradually come up with a “regular model set” to provide a quick solution for each
situation. On the one hand, they can maintain a spiritual, though professional, outlook to
the folks and give proper comfort in each and every circumstances, on the other hand,
they can also avoid cut-throat competition from the peers which might eventually nudge
each other out of business.

These are well documented in Yuan Ren’s “Zhu Tan Xun Li Xin Ji”. But it is also
quite intriguingly that, for the unknown reason, the related discussion on this new
literature is still unfound in Six Dynasty era, especially when considering that is the high
time of analytical discussion on many Chinese literature forms. If tracing upward, Liu
Xie’s “Wen Xin Diao Long” <Zhu Men> might be deemed as related works.

As a result, scholars always try to categorize all the documentary and sort out a clear
and simple structure of it. The first scholar who did the analysis is Mr. Hao Chun Wen.
He names the literature as “Zhai Wen”, and separate its structure into six parts: “Hao
Tou”, “Tan De”, “Zhai Yi”, “Dao Chan”, “Zhuan Yan”, and “Hao Wei”. Then Mr. Song

Jia Yu try to establish a rigorous four parts literature structure. And Stephen F. Teiser
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separated “A book if Za Zhai Wen” (according to S.1441V+S.5673) into seven parts:
“Tan De”, “Zhai Yi”, “Huan Zhe”,“Dao Chan”, “Zhuan Yen”, ““Yuan Wen”, “Hao Wei”
and analyzed its form of sentences. Three scholars mainly do their analysis based on
S.2832 “Fu Tan Zhai Fen Wei Duan” and fine-tuned accordingly. The Author, after
consulting many Dun Huang Zhai Yuan documents and traditional record, as long as
Japanese “Chen Ru Can Ben Yu Ze Bu Ke Cao”, “Xu Ti Yuan Wen Shi Fan Mu Lu”,
propose that though “Tan De” “Zhai Yi”, “Sao Can”, “Zhuan Yen” are four essential parts
of Zhai Yuan Wen Ti, we should also add “Tou Wei” and “Zhai Zhu” two parts into it.
“Tou” can be Tan Fo or Tan De, as well as a lament to the transiency of human life. As for
“Zhuan Yen”, “Fa Yuan” can recite repeatedly, the target of Hui Xian can range from

Gods, Buddhas, hosts to those who already dead or still alive.

Keywords: Dun-Huang manuscripts, Zhai Yuan Wen, Style, Zhai Jiao Fa Hui
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