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Abstract

The History of the Three Kingdoms by Chen Shou was completed in the early Jin
Dynasty, its many descriptions of the time of the substitution of Jin Dynasty with Wei
Dynasty were considered by many critics to be overly defensive. Among which, the
greatest controversial would have to be the assassination of Cao Mao, the Duke of
Gao-Gui, by his powerful ministers where he died a violent death in the South gate of
Imperial City during the “Regicide” event. This section of history recorded by Chen Shou
in The History of the Three Kingdoms was criticized by Liu Zhi-Ji, Zhu Xi, and Zhao Yi,
etc., for the reason that they thought Chen Shou did not elaborate and submerge the facts.
However, this article applies the interpretative viewpoint of the Chun Qiu Shu Fa
(Period's rhetoric) to review the relevant contents of The History of the Three Kingdoms,
analyzing from the three points of “Overall rhetoric from the beginning to the end”,
“Chenwei Rhetoric”, “Scribe, Yi-Li in Chun Qiu of Bu-Di”. Via analysis and induction, it
justifies that Chen Shou was adept at Chun Qiu Period's Rhetoric, and utilized it in many
ways in “The Record Event of Three Young Emperors” in The History of the Three
Kingdoms, circuitously recorded historical facts, the writings were elliptical and rhetoric,

full of the strength of the characteristics of evil-hating and moral-seeking of a historian.
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