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A New Study on Qin Ke-ging in The Red
Chamber Dream: A Singular Duet of
Talent and Eroticism

Ou Li-Chuan
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This article analyses Qin Ke-ging, the most controversial female role in The Red
Chamber Dream. There are three main points to clarify. Firstly, Qin’s rising up into the
aristocratic class, she is in convention described as an “abandoned child”. But in her
upward class mobility, the events of her adoption by an official and her marriage into Jia’s
Family are more decisive. Secondly, the author allocates Qin with all the talent
characteristics of Bao-chai(% 4x), Dai-yu(# %) and Xi-feng(k &), meanwhile, Qin is
endowed with a unique kind of eroticism. Her incestuous affair with Jia Zhen (her
father-in-law) is complicated, involving affection, desire and pleasure. Thirdly, Qin’s
chronic disease commit suicide are original content. Through the three points, | am
claiming that Qin’s story in The Red Chamber Dream is an organic narrative. To conclude,
Qin’s being listed as the rearmost one in First Register of Twelve Beauties of Jinling (+

— 42 iEHT) implies the author’s criticism of her excess and incest.

Keywords: The Red Chamber Dream, Qin Ke-ging, Zhi Yan-Zhai, Jia Zhen, Jia Rui
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