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Abstract

Some scholars argue that the work of Li Bai, one of the most renowned Chinese
poets, “cannot be bound and regulated in terms of verse forms” because he has used none
of the standard forms in his poems. However, This paper has developed a list of sixteen
tonal and rhyming patterns as a standard model, it is to examine Li Bai’s understanding
and application of various verse forms in Jin Ti shi (modern form poetry).

This paper has collected 146 poems from Li Tai bai quan ji (The Complete Works of
Li Taibai), with 72 of them composed in normal verse forms, 27 following the principle
of dan Ao Dan Jiu (single change single remedy), 25 the principle of Shuang Ao Shuang
Jiu (twice-change-twice-remedy), and 24 the of Che Yao Ti (bent waist form), to examine
Li Bai’s command of various forms of poetry.

The results indicate that Li Bai was familiar with a number of different verse forms,
and that this is clearest in the poems he composed when drunk. It is thus evident that Li
Bai was aware of verse forms as a poet, and thus it is not true that he followed no rules in

composing his works.

Keywords: Li Bai, gelu (verse forms), ao-jiu (change-remedy), shi-nian
(inharmonious), che-yao (waist-bending)
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