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The Tone Scheme of the Five-character
Poems of the Prime Tang

Chai Jen-Nien
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

This paper reviews the tone pattern theories of the five-character poem of Ming and
Ching Dynasties and then investigates the tone patterns of more than one thousand poems
by prime Tang poets. It is the finding of this article that the tone pattern of five-character
poems by prime Tang poets can be divided into two types, the so-called new five-
character poem and old five-character poem.

The present paper also indicates that the so-called new five-character poem must
follow the regulation that the tone of the second character of each couplet must be
opposite with each other and must keep same with the second character of the first line of
the following couplet.

Lastly, this paper finds that the fore-mentioned regulation is not abided by the Tang
poets strictly. There is some leeway in between. Poets sometimes use their freedom in

writing poems in term of metrical pattern.

Keywords: New Five-Character Poem, Old Five-Character Poem, Wang Li, Prime
Tang, Metrical Pattern
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