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Sense of Place and Placelessness: Su
Hsueh-Lin—*“Guanyin Zen Temple”

Su Wei-Chen
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Su Hsueh-Lin (1897-1999) was invited to teach in Nanyang University from
September 1964 to January 1966. During the period of time of her oversea, cross-country
stay, her diary and novel presents the mirror images of kaleidoscope between reality and
fabrication and also directs the location of humane geography. Her writing also
corresponds to the statement of John Agnew, who indicates that “Sense of Place” and
“Placelessness” stems from the subject/objective emotion attachment.

In addition, in the process of composing this paper, | accidentally found that
“Guanyin Zen Temple”, Su Hsueh-Lin’s paper, with the pseudonym of Sea Cloud, is full
of dialectical statement of legacy for literature and can be intertextualized with her diary.
Both indicate her plight of under-appreciation and teaching across the foreign country in
such age.

Therefore, this paper aims to investigate Su Hsueh-Lin as a study of across-the-
country writing and the meaning of “Guanyin Zen Temple” published in Nanyang

University.

Keywords: Su Hsueh-Lin, Nanyang University, The Chao Foon Monthly, “Guanyin
Zen Temple”, Sense of Place
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