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Relationship Between The Metaphysic in
Wei-Jin Dynasty and The Sense of
Culture: A Preliminary Investigation
Based on Hui-Yuan’s “Yi Yi Gan Wei Ti”

Wu Kuan-Hung
Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,
National Dong Hwa University

Abstract

The current metaphysic field relies on Tang Yong-tong’s view in cosmology and
ontology to distinguish the Han Dynasty’s philosophy from Wei-Jin’s metaphysic. The
metaphysical discourse particularly emphasizes the path beyond the sentiment that
characterized Han. As such, there is a gap between the transcendentalism in metaphysic
and sensualist in literature.

In view of this fact, this article proposes to connect the gap using Hui Yuan’s “Yi Yi
Gan Wei Ti”, expounded in “Literature”, Chapter 61, Shi Shuo Xin Yu. Based on the
ambience of “smiling but saying nothing” in characterizing conversation, the analysis
examined two interpretative stances associated with Yi Ching and Buddhism and
addressed their potential links. From this perspective, this study continued to illustrate the
subculture that has evolved, thus paving a way for an interpretation of sense culture. Thus,
it reflected the limitations of existing Wei-Jin studies, and may potentially open up

possible new doors for Chinese thinking and cultural history.

Keywords: Hui Yuan, Shi Shuo Xin Yu, Yi, Xuan Li, Sense Culture
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